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Lots of successful people live by the old adage
“work hard, play hard.” Chris and Erin Ratay, a
dynamic husband-and-wife real estate team
with RE/MAX Alliance-Boulder in Colorado,
have their own special version of this
philosophy. For them, “work, play, live” is a
more appropriate attitude. Living by this
principle has brought them health, wealth and
the respect of their clients and peers. But
perhaps the most valuable benefit has been the
life experiences they’ve racked up. While
maintaining a successful real estate practice,
Chris and Erin Ratay have also managed to log
hundreds of hours of life-altering, completely
unforgettable moments.

When they met in Manhattan in the early 1990s,
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Chris was in marketing within the cosmetics
industry, and Erin worked as a career counselor
at Columbia University. They met, fell in love
and were married, and then decided a little
adventure was in order. They decided to give up
their successful careers, sell their New York
apartment and travel the world for just over a
year. They returned to the United States 51
months later, having spent four wedding
anniversaries in exotic locales, including one in
the Arctic Circle. During their sojourn, they
visited 50 countries on six continents, mostly
by motorcycle, and unknowingly broke a
Guinness World Record. They appeared in
Sports illustrated, on the Today Show and in
numerous other media upon their return, but
eventually it was time to get back to work. They

Forging a New Path

knew that the careers they chose would have to
complement their lifestyle. Chris felt right at
home with the idea of real estate, and Erin was
hired at the University of Colorado. “Three
years later, I came home and told Erin I needed
help,” Chris says. “I told her either I had to hire
someone, or she needed to resign and come
work with me.” After a two-month transition
period, the Ratays became a real estate super
couple, offering clients enthusiasm, a friendly
openness and warmth, and forthrightness. There
isn’t undue pressure to close a sale. “Sometimes
clients ask if they should buy a house or travel,”
Erin says. “We always tell them that if they
have time and money both at the same time,
they should travel. When they get back, they’ll
usually only have one or the other.”

These days, Chris and Erin work long hours 10
months out of the year. They strive to be
everything to their clients, and to make sure
clients are comfortable with every step of the
transaction. “We take all of our intensity and put
it into whatever we’re doing,” Chris says. “We’re
good at using the off and on switch. When we’re
on, we’re on. When we’re off, we’re off.”
Most people seem to respect Chris and Erin’s
dedication to living every moment to its fullest.
To comfort those who might find their travels a
little odd, they take the position that they’re
going away for the holidays – their holidays just
tend to last about two months. The Ratays are in
the process of hiring a counterpart who will
remain in Boulder during Chris and Erin’s
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“We have been fortunate in our careers and in our success.
In our little world, we’re doing what we want to be doing.”

journeys. “Right now, we have colleagues who
will help our clients if we are unavailable, but
we want someone who is going to be here to
give our clients some additional continuity while
we’re gone,” Erin says. We’re always available
to our clients by phone, but they may want
someone to show a property or take care of a
closing.” Currently, Chris and Erin are preparing
for their next two tours, which will include some
time in Africa in 2012 and South America in
2013. “We have been fortunate in our careers
and in our success,” Chris says. “In our little
world, we’re doing what we want to be doing.”
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